Resolution on Domestic Abuse
Temple Beth El

WHEREAS Judaism affirms the sanctity of life and the inherent right of each person to a life of dignity and
respect, and to a home that embodies such values, and

WHEREAS a Jewish House of Worship should be a safe haven for anyone who is suffering from any form
of domestic abuse, and

WHEREAS domestic abuse, especially the battering of women, is a problem that has too often been
minimized, ignored, or denied in the Jewish community, and

WHEREAS certain misconceptions exist regarding battered women and men that dismiss, deny, and
blame the victim rather than the perpetrator,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Temple Beth El and its members acknowledge the presence of
domestic abuse in our Temple family and the Jewish community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Temple Beth El and its leadership will offer guidance about domestic
abuse and make it known to our congregants that victims may come to us for help and that we will
educate our congregants in order to recognize and help prevent domestic abuse.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Temple Beth El will take the steps that are necessary and appropriate
to become a safe and welcoming place for anyone in our Temple family who is in a domestic abuse
situation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Temple Beth El leadership will offer educational and ethical action
programs about domestic abuse, and that we will institute appropriate forums in our congregation and
community regarding the issue of domestic abuse.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Temple Beth EI will call upon and work with other religious and secular
organizations throughout our community to educate and engage in a campaign of outreach and
awareness regarding domestic abuse.
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