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BELONG & BECOME
Welcome home. At Temple Beth El (TBE), we try to make a big place feel like a family. We are a community where youth
laugh and sing, and where students young and old see the glimmering sparks of the Torah. At Temple Beth El, children
grow up and adults keep growing up. We do the energizing work of lifting up the voices of the Hebrew prophets in our
own day, applying the teachings of old to today’s challenges. We are restless for justice and committed to compassion.
We are here for one another in sorrow and in joy. We are a community of sacred encounters, a home to hope and healing.
Each of us makes Temple Beth El what it is. Our history and our traditions serve as sources of pride. We are partners in a
rich, 80-year history. We are co-creators of a bright Jewish future. Temple Beth El is a place to belong and become.

OUR MISSION
Temple Beth El is a vibrant and inclusive Reform Jewish community that
values warm welcome, meaningful relationships, and inspirational
personal growth. We are a congregation where learning, prayer, and
deeds help to transform people’s understanding of themselves, channel
the power of community, and inform our responsibilities to the world.

OUR PILLARS
We learn together.

We engage in mindful learning and the pursuit of Jewish wisdom which bring values into

our daily lives.
We pray together.

We develop Jewish spiritual practices and inspiring communal worship that uplift the soul

and help us reach out to God.
We act together.

We lead significant acts of loving kindness and world repair. We value being an integral

part of and contributor to the greater Charlotte community.
We play together.

We create fun social settings where we can relax, laugh, and be ourselves. Join one of

our small groups or cohorts to connect with fellow congregants today.
We care for each other.

We open our doors to all, we value and support one another in times of joy and sorrow,

connected to Jews in greater Charlotte, Israel, and across the world.
We are accountable.

We believe that each person is valued and has unique contributions. As stakeholders, we

financially support the congregation and make sound governance decisions.
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TEMPLE BETH EL ADDS MANY MEANINGFUL
DIMENSIONS TO OUR LIVES.
There are many ways to access Judaism. We passionately believe
that Temple Beth El adds unique dimensions to your life. Through
membership, you will develop relationships with our caring
clergy, staff, and other congregants who live in the area. You will
find paths to give back, experience stimulating classes, celebrate
Jewish rituals, and worship in an inspiring community. You will go
through life’s most special moments with a community of friends
delighted to share them with you.
Your membership is an investment in Jewish life in the greater
Charlotte region and helps to sustain your 24/7 Jewish home; this
is your place to pray, learn, laugh, grow, and change the world. Your
generosity helps Temple Beth El to remain a source of connection,
comfort, and care for you and your loved ones, as it has since 1943.

BENEFITS OF YOUR TEMPLE COMMITMENT
From Shabbat to holiday celebrations to full High Holy Day admissions, membership includes vibrant worship and
opportunities for growth of personal and familial spiritual practices.
We help members mark life cycles. From birth to death, marriages to b’nei mitzvah, in the good times and the difficult,
our clergy are a resource for support and guidance. Members can avail themselves of our clergy for life cycle ceremonies,
religious instruction, and pastoral care.
Members can enroll their children in Charlotte’s largest and most dynamic Jewish Religious School and youth
experiences. Members can also enroll their children in the Charlotte Jewish Preschool and our Hebrew High School
and benefit from member rates.
At Temple Beth El, learning is a lifelong endeavor. We provide many formal and informal learning opportunities for
members of all ages. Many of our adult education courses are offered free of charge.
Temple Beth El has a long history of championing social justice. We are a congregation that empowers our members to
partner across lines of difference to repair the world and participate in acts of loving kindness locally, nationally, globally,
and in Israel. Members work together to learn about the root causes of social inequity and make a difference.
Members receive support from our clergy and our Hineynu Care team, which brings our members together to console
one another in times of hardship and celebrate together in times of joy.
Access online services and programming. Temple Beth El is committed to providing a Jewish experience that is
meaningful and personal, whether you are most comfortable attending online or in-person.
Find your people. We work hard to build a relationship-based community, where you will be known, loved, and cared for.
Members are able to access our network of lay-led small group communities (TriBEs) where congregants share Jewish
experiences, meaningful conversations, and celebrations with each other.
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MY TEMPLE COMMITMENT

MY TEMPLE COMMITMENT?

For our community to thrive, we must all do our part. Temple Beth El’s primary source of revenue is My Temple
Commitment, our membership model. Your annual commitment pays for our clergy and staff salaries, subsidizes youth
and adult education, covers our day-to-day operating expenses, and allows us to care for our building. Temple’s leadership
sees stewardship of our communal financial resources as a sacred act - one that requires each member’s investment. The
My Temple Commitment model ensures that we are accountable to each other in a consistent and transparent way. Since
adopting My Temple Commitment in 2019-2020, Temple Beth El’s revenue from membership has become more predictable
and stable, and we have been able to build a more sustainable and balanced budget.

WHAT DOES MY TEMPLE COMMITMENT FUND?
Each dollar of your $2,272 Temple Commitment is vital. My Temple Commitment is an investment in the present and future
of Judaism in Charlotte. We strive to keep our Commitment model affordable, based on the real cost of Temple operations.

BASE ANNUAL COMMITMENT: $2,272
*Based on a family with the eldest member aged 37+

TEMPLE BETH EL BASE COMMITMENT

$144

*Age is determined by the oldest member in the family
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**A security fee of $144 will be assessed to each membership

BECOME A SUSTAINER
Sustainers are congregants who make a commitment of
$3,000 or more each year. Because of our Sustainers, Temple
Beth El takes pride in never turning away a family from
membership or a child from Jewish education due to
financial hardship or inability to meet the Base Commitment.
It is through the generous donations of our Sustainers that

Sustainer Level

Annual Contribution

Guardians

$18,000+

Matriarchs & Patriarchs

$10,000 - $17,999

Supporters

$7,000 - $9,999

Master Builders

$5,000 - $6,999

Builders

$3,000 - $4,999

we are able to fully meet our financial obligations.

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2022-2023?
AUTO-RENEWAL: ONGOING MEMBERSHIP YEAR AFTER YEAR
Please indicate on your My Temple Commitment form that you consent to enrollment in Auto-Renewal,
removing the need to submit paperwork to make your Commitment each year. If you are at the Base Commitment
or above, your Commitment will continue indefinitely. Your Commitment will increase at intervals approved by the
Board of Directors, to account for increased congregational operational costs, not to exceed 4% in a single year
without additional consent. Commitment Review paperwork must be completed annually.

SECURITY FEE
A $144 Security Fee will be added to all member accounts. As a public-facing Jewish institution, security is of the
utmost importance. Temple Beth El is responsible for raising funds to cover our core security needs independent
from Shalom Park security, including for the High Holy Days, Shabbat, and major events. Temple Beth El has
subsidized security costs in previous years. The fee has increased for 2022-2023 to accurately reflect the true costs of
security, spread across each of our households. We thank you for your contribution which allows us to put the safety
and security of our congregants at the forefront of our values.

TBE Congregants Change the World, Together
“As Jews, we have been given the charge to pursue justice and I am so grateful that Temple Beth El provides meaningful
opportunities to fulfill this mitzvah. I have been deeply moved by building strong Jewish connections while working
towards a more equitable society. We still have much to repair in our world, and I am eager to continue this journey with
the dedicated staff and members of Temple Beth El.” - Noah Granade
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MY TEMPLE COMMITMENT CONT’D

QUESTIONS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP
What if I cannot afford membership? Finances are never a barrier. We work with everyone who has financial need or a
special life circumstance through our respectful, confidential, and unobtrusive Commitment Review. You can request an accommodation by filling out the Commitment Review Form, which is available at www.templebethel.org/membership.
We know that circumstances change, so we conduct an annual review process to make sure we are being fair, equitable,
and responsible to one another. For more information, please contact Eden Gobuty, Director of Development and Member
Services, at egobuty@templebethel.org or call 704.749.3068.
When does membership begin? Membership begins whenever you join! TBE has an auto-renewal process, removing the
need to submit paperwork every year. TBE operates on a July 1 - June 30 fiscal year, so we ask the few members who do not
choose auto-renewal to make payments within the fiscal year.
How can I make My Temple Commitment? You may make your My Temple Commitment online by visiting
www.templebethel.org/membership or by returning the remittance envelope that was mailed to you. You may pay in as
many installments as you would like throughout the fiscal year. Please call our office at 704.366.1948 if you have any
questions.
Can I join as an Associate Member? Yes! Associate membership is available to those who are members of a primary
synagogue to whom they pay full membership, in addition to secondary membership at Temple Beth El. We will verify your
primary membership with the other congregation. Associate membership is $540.

Our Kids are Proud to be Jewish
“We just wanted to extend a giant thank you to you and the
whole team for facilitating such a fun and meaningful
Religious School Retreat experience. Our son had the time of
his life, immersed with peers and community in a
dynamic, loving, and intentional way. We are so grateful.”
- The Zeibert Family

MAKE YOUR TEMPLE COMMITMENT TODAY!
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TBE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TUITION
Enrollment in Temple Beth El Religious School (TBERS) is a benefit offered to members of Temple Beth El. Enrollment will
be completed after a 2022-2023 My Temple Commitment is confirmed. Finances should never be a barrier to a Jewish
education. Financial aid for TBE Religious School tuition is considered as part of the Commitment Review process.
(Additional Financial aid for retreats and teen trips is available during the year when registering for these experiences.)

Rabbi Beth Nichols
Director of Lifelong Jewish Learning
rabbinichols@templebethel.org
www.templebethel.org/learning

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT TEMPLE BETH EL
LEGACY SOCIETY
In 2013, Temple Beth El became one of 10 agencies in the Charlotte Jewish community to participate in the Create Your
Jewish Legacy (CJL) program. The goal of this program is to build a strong Temple Beth El now and in the future through
bequests. Our vision is to broaden and endow programming and services, stabilize our financial position, and provide
adequate staffing and space for worship, meetings, and study.
We aim to ensure that Temple Beth El remains a vital center of spiritual and religious life for thousands of Reform Jews living
in the region for years to come. All of us, regardless of age, wealth, or affiliation, have the ability to make a difference for
future Jewish generations. For more information on how you can make a difference, contact Eden Gobuty, Director of
Development and Member Services, at egobuty@templebethel.org or call 704.749.3068.

CONTRIBUTIONS AND TRIBUTES
Please consider honoring special occasions and memorializing loved ones through gifts to Temple Beth El’s funds and
endowments. Your meaningful contributions ensure that Jewish life continues to prosper in Charlotte, now and long into
the future. We offer a variety of ways to make restricted gifts to areas of the congregation that are meaningful to you, your
family, and your loved ones. You may also sponsor an oneg or luncheon in honor of a yahrzeit or simcha. More information
is available at www.templebethel.org/give.
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CELEBRATING 80 YEARS

The coming fiscal year is an exciting one, as we kick off our 80th anniversary celebrations in
January 2023. More information is forthcoming regarding commemorative events and
sponsorship opportunities. We look forward to celebrating our congregation’s past, present,
and future together during this special occasion.

Questions?
Contact our Director of Development and Member Services
Eden Gobuty at egobuty@templebethel.org or 704.749.3068

Learn more about My Temple Commitment
www.templebethel.com/membership

